
 

Dear Chatsworth Families, 

 

Best wishes to you and your family for a happy and healthy holiday season. Thank 
you to everyone for making American Education Week such a successful and posi-
tive experience. We really enjoyed seeing so many parents/guardians and grandpar-
ents during our American Education Week Open House event. American Education 
Week was a great opportunity for parents and grandparents to witness the high 
quality of our instructional program. Our teachers design lessons that inspire, 
stretch, and deepen each child’s learning. The teachers at Chatsworth School are 
dedicated to the success of every child and continue to make learning meaningful 
on a daily basis. Thank you for sharing your time with us.  We are very apprecia-
tive of the notes and positive feedback we received throughout the week. Special 
thanks to our PTA for greeting parents and providing refreshments during the entire 
week. 

 

The month of December is Read a New Book Month! One of the greatest re-
sources that is available to parents is the Public Library. There are many resources 
available at your local library. You and your child can check out a book to read, 
join a story hour and so much more. The development of great readers is essential 
to future success in school and beyond. You can help by making sure that your 
child is reading for at least 20 minutes each night at home. Time spent reading a 
good book is time very well spent.  

 

This is a friendly reminder that our doors do not open until 9:00 AM. Students will 
not be allowed to enter the building until that time. To avoid having children wait 
outside for extended period of time in inclement weather, please time students’ 
morning routines so that they arrive at 9:00 AM. Your assistance in this matter is 
greatly appreciated. Winter Break begins at the end of the day on Thursday, De-
cember 22, 2016. In the busy days ahead, may you and your family find time to 
create special memories. Best wishes to each of you for a happy holiday season.  

 

We look forward to seeing students when they return to school on Tuesday, January 
3, 2017. Wishing you and your family a safe and restful winter break! 

       Best Regards,  

      Andrea L. Derrien, Principal 

A Message from Mrs. Derrien  

December 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 
December 2 

Donut Day 

8:15—9:00 am 

 

December 6 

Winter Concert 

6:00 pm 

 

December  9 

3 hour early close 

BCPS Elementary/Middle  

 

December 23-January 2 

BCPS Winter Break  

 

January 10 

Chatsworth Chat 5:15 pm 
followed by PTA meeting at 

6:00 pm 

 

January 12 

Team BCPS Day 

 

January 13 

2nd Marking Period Ends 

3 hour early close for BCPS 
Elementary and Middle 

Schools  

 

January 16 

BCPS Schools and Offices 
Closed—Martin Luther 

King Day 

January 17 

BCPS Schools Closed for  
students /Professional De-

velopment Day 

 

Andrea L. Derrien, Principal  Lisa Feidler, Assistant Principal  

Chatsworth School 

Chatsworth School will be accepting donations of winter weather 
gear — new or gently used coats, jackets, hats, scarves and gloves 
through December 19.  The collections will be used in our commu-
nity.  Donation boxes will be provided in the lobby.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Ms. Linker at alinker@bcps.org.   

Winter Weather Gear Collection  



Online Payments  - Field Trips 
Online payment for school activities is now available to Chatsworth families 
for field trip payments. Now you can pay online from any location, 24 hours 
a day.  

Credit and Debit cards accepted 

Step by step instructions for parents to access the payment website and create 
your shopping profile will be sent home with your child’s next field trip permis-
sion/information form. Each payment transaction includes a 4% processing charge plus a $.35 
transaction fee.   http://osp.osmsinc.com/BaltimoreCountyMD    

Please read below and continue to check your children weekly. We have had very little this year. Please have 
your children avoid  sharing combs, brushes, hats and other clothing. If they don’t have a locker at school, 
encourage them to put their coat in their backpack instead of on a hook. If they take off their coat at recess, 
discourage leaving their coat in a pile. 

They're annoying, and sometimes tough to get rid of.  But while they're frustrating to deal with, lice aren't 
dangerous. They don't spread disease, although their bites can make a child's scalp itchy and irritated, and 
scratching can lead to infection.  It's best to treat head lice quickly once they're found because they can spread 
easily from person to person. 

Signs of Head Lice 
Although they're very small, lice can be seen by the naked eye. Here are things to look for: 

Lice eggs (called nits). These look like tiny yellow, tan, or  brown dots before they hatch. Lice lay nits on 
hair shafts close to the scalp, where the temperature is perfect for keeping warm until they hatch. Nits look 
sort of like dandruff, only they can't be removed by brushing or shaking them off. 

Unless the infestation is heavy, it's more common to see nits in a child's hair than it is to see live lice crawling 
on the scalp. Lice eggs hatch within 1 to 2 weeks after they're laid. After hatching, the remaining shell looks 
white or clear and stays firmly attached to the hair shaft. This is when it's easiest to spot them, as the hair is 
growing longer and the egg shell is moving away from the scalp. 

Adult lice and nymphs (baby lice). The adult louse is no bigger  than a sesame seed and is grayish-white 
or tan. Nymphs are smaller and become adult lice about 1 to 2 weeks after they hatch. If head lice is not treat-
ed, this process repeats itself about every 3 weeks. Most lice feed on blood several times a day, and they can 
survive up to 2 days off the scalp. 

Scratching. With lice bites come itching and scratching. This is actually due to a reaction to the saliva of 
lice. However, the itching may not always start right away — that depends on how sensitive a child's skin is to 
the lice. It can sometimes take weeks for kids with lice to start scratching. They may complain, though, of 
things moving around on or tickling their heads. 

Small red bumps or sores from scratching. For  some kids, the ir r itation is mild; for  others, a more 
bothersome rash may develop. Excessive scratching can lead to a bacterial infection. 

You may be able to see the lice or nits by parting your child's hair into small sections and checking for lice 
and nits with a fine-tooth comb on the scalp, behind the ears, and around the nape of the neck (it's rare for 
them to be found on eyelashes or eyebrows).  A magnifying glass and bright light may help. But it can be 
tough to find a nymph or adult louse — often, there aren't many of them and they move fast. 

See your doctor if your child is constantly scratching his or her head or complains of an itchy scalp that won't 
go away. The doctor should be able to tell you if your child is infested with lice and needs to be treated.  

 

Please call the health suite with any other questions.  410-526-7791 or 410-887-1103.   Mrs. Redding, RN .   

A Note From the Nurse - Important information about Lice 



     
 

Listening Isn’t Cheating: Advantages of Audio Books   

In our fast-paced, visual society, our children’s listening ability has decreased. 
Audio Books are a wonderful resource for  engaging the listening and think-

ing of our  developing readers. As the reader  is listening to the text, they can 

follow the written text. It provides the reader with a model of a fluent reader.  

If the written text is not involved, it frees up the reader to create mind images while listening. This thinking 

while reading strategy is often not happening, especially when our  children star t to read text for  longer  
periods of time. Let’s face it, you’re never too young or old to listen to a great story! 

Lauren Becker-Leiphart/ Literacy Specialist  

Read all about it! 

Noon Year's Eve Party at the 

Public Library!!! 
5-4-3-2-1! We count down to noon at this rockin' 

child-friendly version of New Year's Eve.  

Saturday, December 31st @ 11 AM  
 

Baltimore County Public Library 
Reisterstown Branch: 21 Cockeys Mill Road  

410-887-1165  

 

Winter Concert  -  December 6 
Please join us on Tuesday, December 6 at 6:00 pm for our Winter Concert!  Ms. Gold-
man, Ms. Alt and Ms. DeGasperis have been working with the fifth grade students and 
all are looking forward to putting on a wonderful, wintery show!  We will welcome 
winter with dance, instrumental music and vocal music selections.  Students should ar-
rive by 5:30 for the performance.   

...Without leaving Chatsworth School!  On Monday, December 19, our fourth grade students will be hosting a 
wax museum event.  The students will choose and research a famous person and then dress and present their 
research as  the subject of their research!  Please contact Ms. Gray with any questions at Ngray4@bcps.org.     

Visit the Wax Museum... 



 

Thank you to our  Chatswor th Family for  r epresenting us 
so WONDERFULLY in the community!  Mr. Maglov, Ms. 
Alt and Mrs. Gertner did a great job as part of the Owings 

Mills All STARS at the Harlem Wizards game on November 
21.  So many of our families came to join in the fun and raise 

money for the Owings Mills High School Student Government 
Association.  The OMHS SGA is using proceeds from the 

event to support some families right in the Owings Mills Com-
munity.  Basketball, fun, laughing, a good cause and a 

GREAT community.  What more can you ask for?  

Harlem Wizards Game at OMHS 

 

The Owings Mills All Stars, 
The Wizards and the WIZ  

KIDS! 



UPCOMING PTA EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES  

Donuts Day is this Friday!! Want to volunteer?? Visit our website at 
www.chatsworthfamily.com to view the Signup form today!! There is no cost for this 
event, but Smencils will be available for purchase for $1 each!   

 

Our New Spirit Wear Shirt is available now! Order yours today by visiting our website 
at www.chatsworthfamily.com! Orders are due by FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2nd, so don't 
delay!!  

 
Need some Gift Ideas this holiday season? Your PTA has gotcha covered!!  

 
Smencils, Smencil Gel Crayons and Smencil Keychains make great stocking 
stuffers or gifts for friends! All our Smencil products are available on the web-
site! Smencils are inexpensive and fun - and kids absolutely love them!!  

 
Everyone loves to give and receive gift cards!! Order yours through our Shop 
With Scrip program going on now through December 8th. Visit the Shop with 
Scrip website https://www.shopwithscrip.com/and use code FC6DCF7F47181 to 
place your order. You may also use the paper order form that was recently sent 
home with students.  

 
Have a family member or friend who loves to cook? Why not give them a Chatsworth Culinary Delights 
Cookbook for the holidays? The cookbooks are only $5 each and 100% of the money earned from the sale of 
the books goes to our Media Center/Library!! The cookbooks are available on the PTA website under our 
"Old School Swag" section in the Chatsworth Store.  

 
 
Family Skate Night is December 8th at Sportsman's Hall!! Bring your family and join your friends for a fun 
night of skating all while supporting Chatsworth PTA. Flyers will be sent home soon.  There is also a flyer on 
the next page—please print and bring it with you!   

 
Also parents, make sure to download the new Box Top app for your Iphone/Android. It is an easy way to help 
our school earn box tops by simply taking a picture of your receipt. Questions about Box Tops or Labels for 
Education? Contact PTA Secretary, Nicole Brennan, at NicoleChatsworthPTA@gmail.com.   
 
Visit our website at www.chatsworthfamily.com today! By registering on our website, you gain access to all 
the information the PTA has to offer! You have the ability to order everything the PTA sells, and instead of 
receiving all those paper flyers and filling out forms for every event and fundraiser, you can get it all via 
email!  
 
Registering on the website is FREE and not the same as joining the PTA, although 
we encourage you to join! The cost of a membership is $15 per family and $10 for 
faculty members. By joining, you will have access to the Online Family and Stu-
dent Directory. The benefits are many and the reasons not to join are few. Please 
join us today and become a voting member of our PTA. If you have any questions 
or concerns about joining or registering on the site, reach out to our PTA President, 
Amber McGinnis, at amber.smcginnis@gmail.com. 

Chatsworth PTA News and Events 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http://www.chatsworthfamily.com&c=E,1,wJrSSKqpE3YoM_TQlTDA15SyxaRbvXzfqWoSTiIyReMjoUz5AIB9JbMXSPXNI6qb3GghXQubpPwc02HkoXu0-XKsMwnDQaaPC4X188FJ&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http://www.chatsworthfamily.com/&c=E,1,dH-HybQyb-u4UmWcPBLgsE0lF_5fAei5IIBMFxa843iPqVOXnFZlna1tLA0PbzW9ExI8XF3gMnhnFSyQDJ1ossV7IRh4uOtZNbek_B8Q_w,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https://www.shopwithscrip.com/and&c=E,1,H1A-xnTaEbtV2lCSYbt0cApQyPBXR_Gipc1uOlV_OueCAVxsB14N4NXPuSUL1nXrHAe1ik-BUZN8wk7IEfYNFgtfqIsNwQGZ0mWrCPJ9h66rfG4,&typo=1
mailto:NicoleChatsworthPTA@gmail.com
http://www.chatsworthfamily.com
mailto:amber.smcginnis@gmail.com



